
· Can online classes be as effective as face to face classes?
·                Online classes are the new in thing in most of the learning institutions. Online learning has changed the classroom learning which has been in place for years. Due to the lack of the internet, it used the postal service. The school would send learning materials like papers and books with mail to the students before registration for the online classes. Back then no tests were involved. The students learned on their own, and when they completed the course and they would mail back. This was difficult especially since it took weeks to contact the teacher. Bob Barrett who has an Ed.D. in the field of Human Resource Development from The George Washington University in Washington, DC says “As more technology has become available in many parts of the globe, a new type of student population has emerged. The traditional student image of higher learning has been somewhat limited in many countries, but given the impact of the Internet, this traditional "student body" has changed. Rather than being limited to regional demographics, the student body for educational institutions offering online courses has changed drastically.”  Each year students are enrolling for online college and university programs as most of these programs are now available at schools. Students need to work part-time to afford their learning expenses. Regardless, since the 1990s when this type of learning has become more common, but so many people are still reluctant to switch from face to face classrooms and for good reasons. Online classes have their advantages, but they cannot beat the experience of a face to face learning students social interaction and a set learning environment.
·                           Online classes are less effective than face to face learning. There are many reasons why someone would choose face to face learning over the online class. One reason is the lack of discipline. Discipline is a factor in active learning. Rules are made and kept by the school as well as the teachers when it comes to attendance, tests, exams, and participation.
· Students have followed the instructions by the school. Respect and discipline shape the students into better employees and people in general. They learn how to respect and follow adults. According to James, “because of this inherent freedom, e-learning often translates to no learning. People may switch off from fully engaging in the material, and see the activity as a tick box exercise – just another item on an ever-growing “to do” list.”(James p1). Learning often turns out into no teaching. Students may switch from the learning material or hire someone to do the classes for them. Learning becomes just another item in the long list of things to do. Online courses student creativity and teaching turning the whole learning process into an instruction activity. According to Kumar who is a Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers explains that the student mind is more creative when involved in a classroom setting. In face to face setting the teacher understands the student's behaviors and will plan the teaching plan by their learning power. This is however not the case with online classes where the students are unable to feel the teacher’s presence who merely gives instructions on the topic (Kumar p12).
·    Students will pass their exams, but can not understand the information. The students cannot explain the concept in different creative ways because they memorized the idea. In a class setting the student has to answer the questions using his own words to explain. However, in online courses, students can Google the problem and give another person’s answer.
· 2)There is also the issue of lack of learning environment when someone chooses online classes. One of the good things about online courses is that one has the flexibility to choose any location for their learning. There are environments in which proper education cannot take place. According to Stadler-Altmann, a learning environment must achieve the five functions, “security and shelter, pleasure, symbolic identification, task instrumentality, and social contact- are especially important for teaching and learning in classes”(548). The environment at home is the choice for most of the online students. That is not ideal because it is full of disturbances. For example, if one has children or siblings who they live with the noise will get involved with learning. The family will also not create an environment for studying most of the time. That makes it hard to find a quiet place to study.
·       One of the most significant issues with online classes is the difficulty in selecting the best classes. Almost all learning institutions have online class programs for nearly all of their courses. However, most of this course is not rated; So it is difficult to which institution offers the best program for that course. It also becomes challenging to tell what the course says before registering because most of the programs provide course outlines after enrolment. According to Kumar, it is difficult for students to select courses with all the emotional marketing in the online education market. That may sway them into enrolling for a course that does not go with their interests.
·            Most of the institutions offer career guidance for their on-campus students, seminars, and lectures. That gives students to gain information about the courses when it comes to searching for jobs. These services may not be available for online students. On the other side, most of the lectures are scripted, and the material will be used by one class, the next and the one after that with no changes. The irony, anger, excitement, and laughter is what makes the class entertaining and memorable for students. Without these factors, learning becomes a boring process for students. That is made worse by the limited teaching time in online classes because the videos are timed. Also, online classes ruin the campus experience by taking students from fun college activities.there are other college activities besides classes that students miss out on when takes online classes. They miss out on activities such as sports, social gathering. The full college experience should include all these not just the classes. Most of the learning in online classes is done without facilities such as classes, and libraries. That makes hard to have access to the other sources. These students also have to handle their discussions online. 
·            In online classes, there is a limited student to student interaction. In most of the cases, the students do not even know each other and have never interacted in any other places. It makes the student feel alone during the educational experience.A study by Rovai, Wighting, and Lui suggested that “online students feel a weaker sense of connectedness and belonging than on-campus students who attend face-to-face classes,” (Rovai et al., 2005, p.4). There is also limited interaction between the students and the instructor. It is because the students communicate with the teacher with email.
· Teachers do not know their students at an individual level, they cannot customize the classes to suit their individual needs. Online classes cause the students to miss out on non-verbal communication. In an online class, even the videos are recorded and definitely cannot be as effective as face to face experience. Lastly, online classes are not possible or recommended for some courses. It is especially the case with some very technical courses such as medical courses, engineering or clothing, and design.
· Counter-Argument: Mehdipour, Yousef, and Hamideh, proposers of online classes explain that; there are numerous benefits that students from online classes (95). For example, it allows for a flexible learning schedule. Online learning allows the learner the freedom to choose when and where to pursue their education. By the time students graduate they have the experience, they need to have a good job. Online learning is affordable for most people who study with a low financial plan. By taking away the student commute and studying at home, students may feel safer in their homes.
· Refutation
· The argument that a flexible studying schedule can only be possible through online classes is inaccurate. Today, so many colleges offer a part-time studying where the student can study during the evenings and weekends. This allows them to gain experience before graduation too. As opposed to what people think, online classes can be quite expensive. This is because one still has other additional costs to secure a laptop, internet and other devices needed. Finally, students cannot always live in the safety of their homes. attending college provides students with communication skills.
· Online learning has its obvious benefits when compared to face to face learning, but is equally challenging. The significant issues with online classes are students social interaction and a set learning environment. Students can only choose what they think is the best type of education for themselves based on their personal needs. Some benefits that online classes provide are flexible schedules and reduce the cost but that can not be as effective as face to face classes.



